Sheep mortality high this season
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The Village of Radium Hot Springs (RHS) has been experiencing a higher than usual level of sheep mortality this winter, with 14 deaths due to collisions with motor vehicles.

“The highest death area is just north of the four corners (intersection Highway 93 and 95) in the area of the Canyon RV Campground driveway,” wrote RHS Chamber of Commerce manager Kent Kebe, in a letter to the village. The second highest place for mortality incidents is on the Mile Hill, heading south of the village. One sheep was also struck along Forsters Landing Road. “Those are just the ones we know of,” said Kebe, adding that some have likely died due to natural predation. “We want to see something done.”

Last week the chamber entered into discussions with the village to determine what other authorities, including ICBC, Parks Canada and the Ministry of Transportation, need to be consulted with to reach the most cost-effective solution. Kebe is hoping that better signage, such as ones with flashing lights, would help cut down on the number of sheep being struck. Other possibilities include better lighting on the north and south approaches to the village and speed reduction.

“I think that speed has been a continuing factor,” explained Kebe, noting that the RCMP have been proactive in apprehending speeders in and near the village.

Currently there are smaller warning signs along the highway to indicate the presence of sheep in the area, which Kebe feels are ineffective, especially at night. One larger warning sign erected north of the four corners last year was removed by the Ministry of Transportation soon after, and has yet to be resurrected.

“We need to find something that is going to be effective,” said mayor Greg Deck at the village’s Jan. 9 regular council meeting. Kebe feels that while sheep mortalities in the area are inevitable, actions need to be taken to educate drivers to reduce the numbers hit each year. “We need to take a proactive approach to this problem that is ever increasing with each passing year as we have more and more vehicles in our area,” he said.
